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I. The authors who regarded castaneus as described by GRAY 

(1830, incorrected, see reason below), and gave India as type locality 

are J.E. GRAY (1838, p. 498); G.B. D onsoN (1876, p. I20, and I878, p. 258), 

Dobson treated castaneus uq.der the synonym of temmincki Horsfield 
(1824); and E.L. TnouESSART (1899, p. 118). 

However, BoNHOTE ( 1903, p. I 7) showed that he could not find 

Gray's description of this species in the Illustration of the Indian Zoology 
which had been quoted by authors mentioned above. SAWYER (I953), 

who published all species of animals referred to in the Jllustr. Indian 
Zool., did not mention this name either. The only bat that I found in 
Gray's lllustr. Indian Zool., vol. I, is Dysopc murinus ( = Tardarida 

plicata Buchanan, 1800). It is evident that the name castaneus as pro

posed by GRAY (1830), is a nomen nudum. 

2. The authors who referred to castaneus as mentioned by GRAY 

( 1838, p. 498) with Malacca as type locality are C.D. SHEHBORN (1924, 

p. 1129); F.N. CHASEN (1940, p. 55); ELLERMAN & MoRRISON-Scorr (1953, 

p. 178); SmDIQI (1960, p. 452); and LoRD MEDWAY (1965, p. 66). These 

authors claimed that Gray first used the epithet castaneus in 1838, 

A Revision of the Genera of Bats. Nevertheless, I have already men

tioned that Gray did not give a description and c:iid not indicate Malacca 

as the type locality in his paper. However, Gray did list only the name 

castaneus, referring to the earlier paper ( 1830) in which he tl)ougb.t be 

bad already described. I do not understand why these authors regarded 
Gray's paper (1838) as the original description in which Gray only men

tioned on page 498, lines 3 and 4,-

"Scorophilus castaneus, Gray. & sp . castaneus, Gray. Illustr. Ind. 
z .ool. Inhabits India. General Hardwicke'' 

Later, GRAY ( 1843, p. 30) referred to a specimen under the name 

Scotophilus temmincki and its type locality: 

"a. India; Calcutta,-presented by General Hardwicke". 

Therefore the application of Gray's paper (1838) as· the original 
description of casteneus with Malacca as its type locality should be 
rejected accordingly. · · 

3. The authors who regarded HoRsFIELD (1851, p. 38) as the 

original description with Malacca as the type locality are BoNHOTE (1903, 
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It is to be suspected from the latter label that it might be the ori
ginal ;label since there are two different kinds of ink on it. The words 

Nyc_ticejus Gra;i may be written by Horsfield himself but the word 

"Type of Nycticejus castaneus Gray" may be written by some body from 

the .Britisb Museum (Nat. Hist.), probably by Bonhote when he worked 

this specimen in 1903. 

From the facts given above, it can be concluded that the name 

castaneus was never proposed by Gray in 1830 and it was also not 

named by Gray in . 1838. HoRSFIELD (1851) did not proposecastaneus 

for the bat received from Dr. Cantor. 

The race of Scotophilus kuhli from Malay Peninsula is said to differ 

from gairdneri Kloss (1917, p: 284), from the central part of Thailand, 
by brighter brown above, less olive and darker underpart (as dark as 

the back, but fawn colour or whitish in gairdneri). However, I have no 

specimen of temmincki (Horsfield, 1824) from Java to compare with the 

Malayan race. But I feel that the description "deep chestnut" .is merely 

a variation rather than a constant found in this bat. In fact, it is 

necessary to use only fresh materials for comparison. 

However·, if the name castaneus Horsfield is accepted among the 
zoologists, the original description should be in A Catalogue of the 

Mammalia in the Museum of the Hon. East-India Company, 1851, p. 38, 
with type locality (taken from the label) from Malacca. The type i.s 

now in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), Reg. no. 79. 11. 21. 116. 
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MooRE of the Chicago Museum of Natural History and Mr. John Edward 

HILL of the British Museum (Natural History) for their kind advice and 

instructions in many ways. I am also thankful to Dr. Tsing C. MAA of 

Taiwan whose work on Pupiridae from Thailand aroused my interest in 

this matter. Acknowledgments are given to Dr. H.E. McCLURE, Dr. 
Prasert LoHAVANIJAYA, and Air Vice Marshall, M.R. Sukshom KASEMSANTA 

(the Scientific Editor of ASRCT) for their suggestions and correction of 

the manuscript. The manuscript is kindly typed by Miss Apsorn 
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