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tification of the specimens, as Fordonia is a di~tinct and monotypic 
genus. All specimens have five upper labials, the third touching the 

eye and the fifth the largest, as described for the species by TwEEDIE 

(1957: 91 ); and in all specimens the anal scale is divided. 

Table l. Measurements (in millimetres) and scalation details of six 
specimens of the Crab-eating Water Snake, Fordonia leucobalia (Schleg.) 

from Phuket Island, Thailand. 

Total length 
Tail length 
Scale rows at 
Mid body 
Ventral scales2 

SubcaudaP 
scales 

Note 1. 

----
Specimen number 

2 3 4 5 

650 466 440 431 408 
69 52 54 55 43 
26 25 25 25 25 

145 146 142 146 147 
32 30 32 33 31 

From TWEEDlE (1957). 

Known 1 range 
6 

446 
60 
25 25-27 

144 138-156 
36 28-43 

i. All specimens with last ventral (next to anal) divided, Specimen 
6 also has second to last ventral divided. 

3. All specimens have paired subcaudals throughout except 2 
which has the 2nd. and 6th. (from anus) complete. 

The specimens vary considerably in live dorsal coloration. 
Specimens 1,2 and 5 are olive-brown; specimen 5 being more olive than 
the other two. Specimen l, whilst being the largest, bas conspicuous 
irregular small black spots (Plate III) which TwEEDlE ( 1957) describes as 
young coloration. Specimen 2 has a few black spots and specimen 5 
has none (Plate 1). Specimens 3 and 6 are purple-black with blackish­

brown beads and with a suggestion of russet which is stronger towards 
the outer pale scale rows. Specimen 4 is a deep rich maroon-brown with 
irregular and_ inconspicuous black spots and a darker, almost blackish, 
bead. In all specimens the dorsal coloration gradually fades to ivory 
white on the outer 4 or 5 scale rovvs and the ventrals, throat and chin 

are ivory white with the lower, and upper, lip slightly more yellowish. 
All specimens have the pale scales of tbe outer three rows clouded pale 
grey at the bases. 
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Specimen I (left) and 5 (right) of tbe Crab-eating Water Snake Fordonia leucobalia 

(Scbleg.) from Saphan Hin, Phuket Island, western peninsular Thailand. Above, dorsal 
view; below, ventral view. 
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