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A Checklist of the Trees， Shrubs， Herbs， and Climbers of Myanmar， by W. J. Krees， 
R. A. DeFilipps， E. Farr， and Daw Yin Yin Kyi. C'Ontributi'Ons合omthe United States 
Nati'Onal Herbarium 45 (2003)， Smiths'Onian Instituti'On， Washingt'On， DC.， USA; 590 pages， 
free. Website: h句:lIpers'O'On.si.edu/myanm紅/

百由 is由e5曲 andc'Ompletely revised editi'On 'Of a series initially published in 1912. 
Further editi'Ons were published in 1921， 1961 and 1987. The frrst editi'On included 2483 
sp即 iesand subsequent editi'Ons gradually increased this number t'O 'Over 11，800 species in 
this newest editi'On. 

The frrst and 'Only fl'Ora f'Or the c'Oun町 was血e2 v'Olume Forest Flora o[ British 
Burma by S. Kurz published in 1877.百lisw剖 inc'Orp'Oratedin the Flora o[ British lndia 
(7 v'Olumes， 1872-1879). Fl'Oras 'Of adjacent c'Ountries (China， La'Os， Thailand， India and 
Bangladesh) as well as Flora Malesiana include s'Ome species als'O kn'Ow fr'Om Myanmar， 
but these are 'Only peripheral references and 'Only 'Of partial value when w'Orking with 
Myanm釘 plants.This new editi'On is a m'Ost welc'Ome additi'On t'O my library and a valuable 
c'Ontributi'On t'O the kn'Owledge 'Of the vascular fl'Ora 'Of Myanmar. The 5由 editi'Onsatisfies 
a need f'Or an updated plant list f'Or the c'Oun町.C'Ompared t'O the 3rt! and especially 4th 

editi'Ons which 1 have used peri'Odically in the past，出enew editi'On has received a th'Or'Ough 
revisi'On which will certainly be 'Of great imp'Ortance t'O b'Otanists， plant ge'Ographers， 
ec'Ol'Ogists， and m佃 y'Other researchers. 
官leauth'Ors have relied 'On many b'Otanists f'Or assistance泊 manyfamilies， hence the 
quality and accuracy 'Of the new editi'On is generally g'O'Od.τ'he b'O'Ok includes “A Brief 
Review 'Of the Geοl'Ogy， Climate， and Vegetati'On 'Of Myanmar"， maps， 26 c'Ol'Our ph'Ot'Os 'Of 
s'Ome vegetati'On types and plants/fl'Owers， the checklist (gymn'Osperms， m'On'Oc'Otyled'Ons， 
and dic'Otyled'Ons)， which is町佃gedalphabetically by family in each main secti'On; c'Omm'On 
names，組 ll-pagelist 'Of names 'Of uncertain status， and indices t'O families and scientific 
names. My 'Original 3rt! and 4血editi'Onswere b'O白printedin Rang'O'On 'On p'O'Or-quality paper 
組 dwere 'Of limited distributi'On.官le5由 editi'Onis m'Ore widely acc潤 sibleand is printed 
'On釘tpaper. The new b'O'Ok has streamlined the inf'Ormati'On f'Ound in the 'Older editi'Ons f'Or 
each species where the b'Otanical name， auth'Ority， habit， and dis凶buti'Oninside and 'Outside 
Myanmar紅eincluded. My tw'O previ'Ous editi'Ons included syn'Onyms under each species 
while the 5血 editi'Onhas deleted these and added the name cited in the 'Older editi'Ons. 
In仕aspecifictaxa have been av'Oided， alth'Ough many c'Ould have c'Onfidently been listed. 
官lereview 'Of the ge'Ol'Ogy， climate， and especially the vegetati'On is vari'Ously加accurate，
inc'Omplete， 'Or泊adequate.The vegetati'On p紅tis based m'Ostly 'On Kurz and Stamp's 
analysis 'Of 1924. Unf'Ortunately， this inf'Ormati'On has n'Ot been revised 'Or rec'Onsidered. It， 
as m'Ost vegetati'Onal analyses， is all based 'On 紅白swith'Out c'Onsiderati'On 'Of 'Other pl佃 ts，
rainfall， bedr'Ock， elevati'On， i.e. a h'Olistic appr'Oach.百lereis， in fact， a m'Ore m'Odem 
analysis 'Of the vegetati'On 'Of Myanmar which， f'Ortunately， was 'Overl'O'Oked 
(WIKRAMANA YA阻 ETAL.， 2002). Cumbers'Ome and 'Often misleading terms such部 wet
dipter'Oc釘p，wet evergreen， semi-evergreen， m'Oist teak， and dry decidu'Ous f'Orest with'Out 
teak merely serve t'O 'Obscure the actual siωati'On in the c'Ountry.百letemtin'Ol'Ogy c'Ould 
have have been simplified in c'Onjuncti'On with an elab'Orati'On 'Of the climatic features 'Of 
Myanmar which， like Thailand， has distinct se槌'Onality.Terms such as prim紅y，seas'Onal， 
evergreen; mixed evergreen + decidu'Ous， decidu'Ous， sec'Ondary， and tertiary vegetati'On， 
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which 1 advocate， could be used to replace wet， dry， scrub， and other words which have 
no ecological value (MAxwELL， 2001). 
The checklist is rather thorough and accurate. Liliaceae has been inconveniently split 
into segregates (Alliaceae， Aloaceae， Aspagaceae， Convollariaceae， etc.) as well錨 Costaceae
from Zingiberaceae， while bamboos have been scrambled with Poaceae (Gramineae)， and 
Legum泊osaedivided into Fabaceae (Papilionoideae)， Mimosaceae， and Caesalpiniaceae. 
Avicennaceae has been separated from Verbenaceae which， fortunately， has not been lumped 
with Lamiaceae (Labiatae). Hypericaceae is listed instead of Guttiferae， Desmodium 
(Fabaceae) has， fortunately， not been split into 6 other genera; Meliosma split仕omSabiaceae 
(Meliosmaceae)， Eugenia sunk in Syzygium (Myrtaceae)-ーasituation which 1 wi1l never 
accept， and Kyllingia tragically broken from Cyperus (Cyperaceae). 
Mostf;創nilieshave been carefully checked， but Juglandaceae， L田a回 ae，Loranthaceae， 
Melastomataceae， Meliosmaceae， and Myristicaceae have unacceptable amounts of eπ'Ofs. 
Some of these include: 

Euphorbiaceae 

Emblica officinalis Gae託n.= Phyllanthus emblica L. (also photo 26) 
Juglandaceae 

Engelhardia“acerifolia Bl." = E. sicata Lechen. ex B1. var. acer伊'ora(Reinw.) Koord. 
& Val. 
E. colebrokeana Lind1. = E. spicata var. integra (Kurz) Mann. 
E. wallichiana Lind1. (ex C. DC.) = E. roxburghiana Lindl. ex Wal1. 
Leeaceae 

Leea acuminata Wal1.， L. cocinea P1.， L. laeta (sic. laetae) all = L. guineensis G. Don 
Lardizablaceae 

Parvetia brunoniana Decne. = Stauntonia brunoniana Wal1. ex Hems1. 
Lοranthaceae 

Loranthus brandisiana Kurz = Macrosolen brandisianus (K町z)Tiegh. 
Loranthus coccineus Jack = Helixanthera coccinea (Jack) Dans. 
Melastomataceae 

Allomorphia hispida Kurz has uncertain staωs 

A. umbellulata Hk.五 =0.砂sporaumbellulata (Hk. f. ex Tr.) Maxw. 
Anplectrum barbatum Triana = Diplectria barbata (Wall. ex C1.) Franken & Roos 
Melastoma normale D. Don = M. malabathricum L. ssp. normale (D. Don) K. Mey. 
Oxyspora rupicola Lace = O. paniculata (0. Don) DC. v低 rupicola(Lace) M鼠 w.
O. serrata Diels = Anerincleistus esquirolii (Levl.) M砿 w.
Pternandra capitellata Jack = P. coerulescens Jack 
Meliosmaceae 

Meliosma arnottiana Walp. & M. colletiana King = M. pinnata (Roxb.) Maxim. ssp. 
arnottinana (Wight) Beus. 

M. beaniana Rehd. & Wils. = M. alba (Schlech.) Walp. 
M. laui Merr. = M. simplicifolia (Roxb.) Walp. ssp. laui (Merr.) Beus. 
M. mannii Lace = M. henryi Diels ssp. mannii (Lace) Beus. 
Myrsinaceae 

Ardisia colorata Roxb. = A. sanguinolenta B1. var. sanguinolenta 
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Myristicaceae 
Myristica amygdalina Wall. = Horsfieldia amaか'gdalina(Wall.) Warb. 
M. kingii Hk. f. = Horsfieldia kingii (Hk. f.) Warb. 
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M. prainii King = Endocomia macrocoma (Miq.) de Wilde ssp. prainii (King) de 
Wilde 

Tiliaceae 
Burretiodendeon siamense Kosterm. = B. esquirolii (Levl.) Rehd. 

Viscaceae 
Viscum japonicum官lUnb.= Korthasella japonica (百lUnb.)Engl. 

Proper author citations， an exacting and necess紅yrefinement，紅'emostly ac四 rate，but 
1 have found a few that have required correction: 

Dipterocarpus obtusifolius Teijsm. ex Miq. (Diptercarpaceae) 
Disporum calcaratum Wall. ex D. Don (Convalliaraceae) 
Jasminum glandulosum Wall. ex G. Don (Oleaceae) 
Irvingia malayana Oliv. ex Benn. (Irvingace揖)
Maesa ramentacea (Roxb.) A. DC. (Myrsinaceae) 
Premna pyramidata Wall. ex Schauer (Verbenaceae) 
Protium serratum (Wall. ex Colebr.) Engl. (Burseraceae) 
Rinorea bengalensis (Wall.) O.K. (Violaceae) 
Viscum ovalifolium DC. (Viscaceae) 
Vitex limoniifolia Wall. ex Kurz (Verbenaceae) 

官le5th edition provides叩 excellentfoundation for revisional work in Myanmar. 
Provided出atherbarium specimens in Myanmar can be examined and field work conducted 
there， it will be possible to do a proper revision of Kurz's flora. Myanmar is the only 
country in SE. Asia出atdoes not have a modem flora project. More knowledge about the 
plants of Myanmar will enable botanists， ecologists， and others to get better idea of plants 
and their distributions there. It is recommended that corrections and additions be produced 
and circulated so that botanists， such as myself interested and actually working with 
Myanmar's flora釘eperiodically updated (e.g. MAxwELL， 2001a).Further encouragement 
should be given to the sponsors and authors of the book to compile a list of pteridophytes 
(釦dpossibly other plants and fungi) for Myanmar. 
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